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Introduction: 
 
Our sincere condolences as you experience the loss of your loved one. Although 
these days may be very difficult, they can also be the source of healing for you and 
your family. 
 
Please take this time to read through this booklet and make the selections that will 
assist us in preparing the funeral rites for your loved one. 
 
How A Funeral Works: 
There are three “stations” to the funeral rites: the wake, the liturgy, and the 
commendation at the cemetery. The funeral rites can be a source of comfort and 
healing for those left behind. Participating in the planning process of a loved one's 
funeral can make it a more personal, meaningful experience for those attending and 
a loving tribute to the deceased. The following instructions are meant to assist you 
prior to your funeral planning. In addition Father Tim is available to assist you in 
whatever way he can at this difficult time for your family and friends. 
 
Contact Delores, our parish administrative assistant, at dfarwell@syrdio.org or by 
phone at 607-722-4388 

mailto:dfarwell@syrdio.org


Rite of Christian Burial 
 

The Wake 
This is a time to receive family and friends who want to pay their respects. 
 

The Funeral Liturgy 
This may include the Catholic Mass or not. If most people are not Catholic and 
might feel uncomfortable it's possible to have the liturgy without the Catholic Mass. 
Here are some selections that will need to be made to prepare for the Liturgy. You 
will select readings and also select people to do the readings. 
 

Reading I: The first reading may be chosen from the Old Testament 
Non-biblical texts may not replace scriptural readings at Mass. The family should 
choose a family member or friend to proclaim the reading. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: The Responsorial Psalm is sung by a cantor. 
 

Reading II: A second reading comes from the New Testament. Non-biblical texts 
may not replace scriptural readings at Mass 
 

Gospel: The deacon or a priest proclaims the Gospel. 
 

Homily Preparation: To assist Father Tim as he prepares the homily for the funeral 
liturgy please think of the highlights/key events of the deceased's life. What were 
some of the passions of their life and why? What were some of their Christian 
virtues? What would be important for Fr. Tim to know about your loved one as he 
prepares the homily? Please fill out “Funeral Information for Father Tim” form. 
 

Presentation of the Gifts: The family may choose two people to carry the offertory 
gifts to the altar or may not to have an offertory procession. 
 

Words of welcome and remembrance: The Catholic liturgy does NOT include 
eulogies. Eulogies may be offered at the funeral home, the grave, or at the 
reception after the funeral. However, if the family desires, they may have one 
person come forward before the liturgy to offer some words of welcome lasting no 
longer than 3-4 minutes.  
 

Special Music Request: 
If there are particular hymns that the deceased or family would like to suggest they 
should let us know in the form below. If suitable these will be integrated into the 
liturgy as best possible (see our “Funeral Music” list for music choices). It is not 
possible to include “secular” or “pop” music. Our Music Director will organize the 
music.



Funeral Information for Father Tim 
 

Deceased person's name: ______________________________________ 
 
1. If you could describe your loved one in 5 words, what would they be? 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 
2. Tell me something funny/happy/inspirational/etc. A story about your loved one. 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
3. Describe a favorite memory you have with your loved one 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What were your loved one's three best qualities? 
 

_____________________ 
 

_____________________ 
 

_____________________



5. Where did your loved one spend most of their time outside of home and work? 
 

 

 
 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What was your loved one a firm believer of? (Words of wisdom or a cause they 
were passionate about.) 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What made your loved one so special to you? 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
8. How did faith play a part in your loved one's life? 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 



FUNERAL LITURGY  PLANNING  —  
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

 
Funeral Service For: ____________________________________ 
 
DOB____/____/__________ 
 
Funeral Date____/____/________  
 
Casket____  Cremains____  

DOD____/____/_________   
 
Funeral Time____:____    
 
Neither____

 
Calling Hours Date____/____/________ Time____:____   
 
Words of Welcome and Remembrance___________________________ 
 
Placement of the Pall: 
 

1._______________________________ 
 
2._______________________________ 
 
3._______________________________ 
 
4._______________________________ 
 
Gathering Song:______________________________________#_______ 
 
First Reading:________________________________________ 
 

Read by:_______________________________________  
 

Responsorial Psalm:__________________________________#_______ 
 
Second Reading:______________________________________ 
 

Read by:________________________________________  
 

Gospel:______________________________________________   
  

Proclaimed by:___________________________________



 
Homily:______________________________________________ 
 
Universal Prayer:______________________________________ 
 
Presentation of Gifts: 
 

1.____________________________________________________ 
 
2.____________________________________________________ 
 
3.____________________________________________________ 
 
Presentation Hymn:____________________________________#______ 
 
Communion Hymn:____________________________________#______ 
 
Final Commendation (Song of Farewell)___________________________   
 
Recessional Hymn:____________________________________#______ 
 
Pall Bearers: 
 
1._____________________ 4.____________________ 
 
2._____________________ 5.____________________ 
 
3._____________________ 6.____________________ 
 
Burial: Yes____ 
 
Photo: Yes____  

No____ 
  
No____ 
   

Location: ________________________    
 
From:___________________________   

# of Chairs: __________________ # of Easels:_________________

 
Luncheon: Yes____  No____   



Other Important Information 
 
We are happy to serve you and your family regardless of your financial situation. If 
you cannot pay the suggested amount, please give what you can. If you can afford 
more, know that your gift will be put to good use to assist other families. In either 
case your generosity is greatly appreciated 
 
Offerings: $200   +   Organist: $150  = Total: $350 
 
Programs: 
The Church provides a program which indicates the readings and the page 
numbers of the song selections for the liturgy. The family is responsible for 
preparing anything beyond that. 
 
Visitation in Church: 
Family can receive visitation to the church an hour or two before the 
Funeral. For more information please ask Father Tim. 
 
Any further questions that we can help with please contact the Parish Office at 607-
722-4388. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NEW TESTEMENT READINGS 
FOR FUNERALS 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34-36,42-43 (10:34-43, long version brackets) 
 
Then Peter proceeded to speak and said,* “In truth, I see that God shows no 
partiality.  
Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.  
You know the word [that] he sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
[What has happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the holy Spirit and 
power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 
We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and (in) 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised 
(on) the third day and granted that he be visible. 
Not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead.] 
He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one 
appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead.  
To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive 
forgiveness of sins through his name. 
The Word of the Lord.  

 
Colossians 3:12-17 

 
Brothers and sisters: Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with 
one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another; as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that 
is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace 
into which you were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And 
whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 



 
Philippians 4:4-9 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 
Let your gentle spirit be known to all. The Lord is near. 
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God, that surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is of gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. 
Then the God of peace will be with you. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Philippians 3:20-21 

 
Brothers and sisters: 
Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
He will change our lowly body to conform with his glorified Body by the power that 
enables him also to bring all things into subjection to himself. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Romans 14:7-9,10c-12 

 

Brothers and sisters: 
No one lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. 
For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 
For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. 
For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God; 
For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me, and 
every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
So then each of us shall give an accounting of himself to God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 



Romans 5:5-11 
 

Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
For Christ, while we were still helpless, died at the appointed time for the ungodly. 
Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good 
person one might even find courage to die. 
But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. 
How much more then, since we are now justified by his Blood, will we be saved 
through him from the wrath. 
Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of 
his Son, how much more, once reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 
Not only that, but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Romans 6:3-4,8-9 (6:3-9, long version in brackets) 

 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in 
newness of life. 
[For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be 
united with him in the resurrection. 
We know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful body might be 
done away with, that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. 
For a dead person has been absolved from sin.] 
If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. 
We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has 
power over him. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Romans 5:17-21 
 

If, by the transgression of the one, death came to reign through that one, how much 
more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of justification 
come to reign in life through the one Jesus Christ. 
In conclusion, just as through one transgression condemnation came upon all, so, 
through one righteous act, acquittal and life came to all. 
For just as through the disobedience of the one, the many were made sinners, so 
through the obedience of the one the many will be made righteous. 
The law entered in so that transgression might increase but, where sin increased, 
grace overflowed all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might 
reign through justification for eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Romans 8:14-23 

 

Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a 
spirit of adoption, through which we cry, Abba, "Father!" 
The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the 
glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation 
of the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord 
but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set 
free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of 
God. 
We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; and not only 
that, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also groan within 
ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Romans 8:31B—35, 37-39 
 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 
He did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also give us 
everything else along with him? 
Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones? It is God who acquits us. 
Who will condemn? It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised, who also is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress or 
persecution, or famine or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 
No, in all these things, we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:4-13 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, [love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, 
it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not 
brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing; if tongues, 
they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing. For we know partially and 
we prophesy partially, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When 
I was a child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I 
became a man, I put aside childish things. At present we see indistinctly, as in a 
mirror, but then face to face. At present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I 
am fully known. So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (15:20-28, long form in brackets) 
 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead came 
also through a human being. 
For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one 
in proper order: Christ the firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; 
[Then comes the end, when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father. For 
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death, for "he subjected everything under his feet." But when it says 
that everything has been subjected, it is clear that it excludes the one who 
subjected everything to him. 
When everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to 
the one who subjected everything to him, so that God may be all in all.] 
The Word of the Lord 

 
1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

 

Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, 
in an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. 
For that which is corruptible must clothe itself with incorruptibility, and that which is 
mortal must clothe itself with immortality. 
And when this which is corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility and this which is 
mortal clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall come about: 
     “Death is swallowed up in victory. 
     Where, O death, is your victory? 
     Where, O death, is your sting?” 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
 

Since, then, we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I 
believed, therefore I spoke,” we too believe and therefore speak, knowing that the 
one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and place us with you in 
his presence. Everything indeed is for you, so that the grace bestowed in 
abundance on more and more people may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for 
the glory of God. 
Therefore, we are not discouraged; rather, although our outer self is wasting away, 
our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this momentary light affliction is 
producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to 
what is seen but to what is unseen; for what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen 
is eternal. 
For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. 
The Word of the Lord. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:1,6-10 
 

We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. 
We are always courageous, although we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. 
Yet we are courageous, and we would rather leave the body and go home to the 
Lord. 
Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 
recompense, according to what he did in the body, whether good or evil. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:14-19 

 

We know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 
place us with you in his presence. Everything indeed is for you, so that the grace 
bestowed in abundance on more and more people may cause the thanksgiving to 
overflow for the glory of God. 
Therefore, we are not discouraged; rather, although our outer self is wasting away 
what is seen but to what is unseen; for what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen 
is eternal. 
The Word of the Lord. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 



2 Timothy 4:1-2,6-8 
 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living 
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingly power: proclaim the word; be 
persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage 
through all patience and teaching.  
For I am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. From 
now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will 
award to me on that day, and not only to me, but to all who have longed for his 
appearance. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 

 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: such is my 
gospel, for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the 
word of God is not chained. Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those 
who are chosen, so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 
together with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: 
If we have died with him we shall also live with him; 
if we persevere we shall also reign with him. 
But if we deny him, he will deny us. 
If we are unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
1 John 3:1-2 

 
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of 
God. Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been 
revealed. We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1 John 4:15-21 

 
Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him and he in 
God. We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us. 
God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him. In this is 
love brought to perfection among us, that we have confidence on the day of 
judgment because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment, and so one 
who fears is not yet perfect in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone 
says, “I love God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love a 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. This is the 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
1 John 3:14-16 

 
We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. 
Whoever does not love remains in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him. The way 
we came to know love was that he laid down his life for us; so we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
1 John 4:7-12 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is 
begotten by God and knows God. Whoever is without love does not know God, for 
God is love. In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might have life through him. In this is love: not that we 
have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love one another. No one has ever seen 
God. Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us, and his love is brought to 
perfection in us. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy 
gave us a new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith, to a 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time. In this you rejoice, although 
now for a little while you may have to suffer through various trials, so that the 
genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that is perishable even though 
tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Although you have not seen him you love him; even though you do not see 
him now yet believe in him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, as 
you attain the goal of [your] faith, the salvation of your souls. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Revelation 21:1,3-5 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying,  
“Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will 
be his people and God himself will always be with them [as their God]. He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or 
pain, [for] the old order has passed away.” 
The one who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” Then he said, 
“Write these words down, for they are trustworthy and true.” 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Revelation 22:1-7 

 

Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving water, sparkling like crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of its street. On 
either side of the river grew the tree of life that produces fruit twelve times a year, 
once each month; the leaves of the trees serve as medicine for the nations. Nothing 
accursed will be found there anymore. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and his servants will worship him. They will look upon his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. Night will be no more, nor will they need light from lamp or 
sun, for the Lord God shall give them light, and they shall reign forever and ever. 
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, and the Lord, the God of 
prophetic spirits, sent his angel to show his servants what must happen soon.” 
“Behold, I am coming soon.” Blessed is the one who keeps the prophetic message 
of this book. 
The Word of the Lord. 



Revelation 20:11-15 
 

Next I saw a large white throne and the one who was sitting on it. The earth and the 
sky fled from his presence and there was no place for them. I saw the dead, the 
great and the lowly, standing before the throne, and scrolls were opened. Then 
another scroll was opened, the book of life. The dead were judged according to their 
deeds, by what was written in the scrolls. The sea gave up its dead; then Death and 
Hades gave up their dead. All the dead were judged according to their deeds. Then 
Death and Hades were thrown into the pool of fire. (This pool of fire is the second 
death.) Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown 
into the pool of fire. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Revelation 14:13 

 
I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on.” “Yes,” said the Spirit, “let them find rest from their labors, for 
their works accompany them.” 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
James 2:14-18 

 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says they have faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save them? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear 
and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep 
warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what 
good is it? So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
Indeed someone may say, “You have faith and I have works.” Demonstrate your 
faith to me without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD TESTEMENT READINGS 
FOR FUNERALS 

 
Sirach 2:1-11 

 
My child, when you come to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials. Be sincere of 
heart and steadfast, and do not be impetuous in time of adversity. 
Cling to him, do not leave him, that you may prosper in your last days. Accept 
whatever happens to you; in periods of humiliation be patient. 
For in fire gold is tested, and the chosen, in the crucible of humiliation. Trust in God, 
and he will help you; make your ways straight and hope in him. 
You that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy, do not stray lest you fall. You that fear the 
Lord, trust in him, and your reward will not be lost. You that fear the Lord, hope for 
good things, for lasting joy and mercy. 
Consider the generations long past and see: has anyone trusted in the Lord and 
been disappointed? Has anyone persevered in his fear and been forsaken? Has 
anyone called upon him and been ignored? For the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful; forgives sins and saves in time of trouble. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Sirach 6:5-6,14-16 

 
Pleasant speech multiplies friends, and gracious lips, friendly greetings. Let those 
who are friendly to you be many, but one in a thousand your confidant. 
Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter; whoever finds one finds a treasure. 
Faithful friends are beyond price, no amount can balance their worth. 
Faithful friends are life-saving medicine; those who fear God will find them. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Sirach 3:2-7,12-14 

 
For the Lord sets a father in honor over his children and confirms a mother’s 
authority over her sons. Those who honor their father atone for sins; they store up 
riches who respect their mother. Those who honor their father will have joy in their 
own children, and when they pray they are heard. Those who respect their father 
will live a long life; those who obey the Lord honor their mother. Those who fear the 
Lord honor their father, and serve their parents as masters. My son, be steadfast in 
honoring your father; do not grieve him as long as he lives. Even if his mind fails, be 
considerate of him; do not revile him because you are in your prime. Kindness to a 
father will not be forgotten; it will serve as a sin offering—it will take lasting root. 
The Word of the Lord. 



Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples a feast of rich food 
and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines. On this mountain he will 
destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations. He will 
destroy death forever. The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces; the 
reproach of his people he will remove from the whole earth; for the Lord has 
spoken. On that day it will be said: 
“Indeed, this is our God; we looked to him, and he saved us! This is the Lord to 
whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 43:1-4 

 
But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, Jacob, and formed you, Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name: you are mine. 
When you pass through waters, I will be with you; through rivers, you shall not be 
swept away. When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned, nor will flames 
consume you. For I, the Lord, am your God, the Holy One of Israel, your savior. I 
give Egypt as ransom for you, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you 
are precious in my eyes and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you 
and nations in exchange for your life. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 61:1-2 

 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; He has 
sent me to bring good news to the afflicted, to bind up the brokenhearted, To 
proclaim liberty to the captives, release to the prisoners, To announce a year of 
favor from the Lord and a day of vindication by our God: To comfort all who mourn. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 12:1a,2-5 

 
On that day, you will say: I give you thanks, O Lord; 
God indeed is my salvation; I am confident and unafraid. For the Lord is my strength 
and my might, and he has been my salvation. With joy you will draw water from the 
fountains of salvation and you will say on that day: 
Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his name; among the nations make known his 
deeds, proclaim how exalted is his name. Sing praise to the Lord for he has done 
glorious things; let this be known throughout all the earth. 
The Word of the Lord. 



Isaiah 40:28-31 
 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is God from of old, creator of the 
ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary, and his knowledge is beyond 
scrutiny. He gives power to the faint, abundant strength to the weak. Though young 
men faint and grow weary, and youths stagger and fall, they that hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength, they will soar on eagles’ wings; they will run and not grow 
weary, walk and not grow faint. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 55:6,10-13 

 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. 
Yet just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there 
till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one 
who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but shall do what pleases me, achieving 
the end for which I sent it. 
Yes, in joy you shall go forth, in peace you shall be brought home; mountains and 
hills shall break out in song before you, all trees of the field shall clap their hands. In 
place of the thorn bush, the cypress shall grow, instead of nettles, the myrtle. This 
shall be to the Lord’s renown, as an everlasting sign that shall not fail. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

The wilderness and the parched land will exult; the Arabah will rejoice and bloom; 
like the crocus it shall bloom abundantly, and rejoice with joyful song. The glory of 
Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the 
glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. Strengthen hands that are feeble, make 
firm knees that are weak, Say to the fearful of heart: Be strong, do not fear! Here is 
your God, he comes with vindication; With divine recompense he comes to save 
you. Then the eyes of the blind shall see, and the ears of the deaf be opened; Then 
the lame shall leap like a stag, and the mute tongue sing for joy. For waters will 
burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the Arabah. The burning sands will 
become pools, and the thirsty ground, springs of water; the abode where jackals 
crouch will be a marsh for the reed and papyrus. A highway will be there, called the 
holy way; No one unclean may pass over it, but it will be for his people; no traveler, 
not even fools, shall go astray on it. No lion shall be there, nor any beast of prey 
approach, nor be found. But there the redeemed shall walk, and the ransomed of 
the Lord shall return, and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy; They 
meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning flee away. 
The Word of the Lord. 



Isaiah 57:15-19 
 

For thus says the high and lofty One, the One who dwells forever, whose name is 
holy: I dwell in a high and holy place, but also with the contrite and lowly of spirit, To 
revive the spirit of the lowly, to revive the heart of the crushed. For I will not accuse 
forever, nor always be angry; For without me their spirit fails, the life breath that I 
have given. Because of their wicked avarice I grew angry; I struck them, hiding 
myself from them in wrath. But they turned back, following the way of their own 
heart. I saw their ways, but I will heal them. I will lead them and restore full comfort 
to them and to those who mourn for them, creating words of comfort. Peace! Peace 
to those who are far and near, says the Lord; and I will heal them. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 61:1-3 

 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; He has 
sent me to bring good news to the afflicted, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor 
from the Lord and a day of vindication by our God, to comfort all who mourn; 
To place on those who mourn in Zion a diadem instead of ashes, to give them oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, a glorious mantle instead of a faint spirit. They will be 
called oaks of justice, the planting of the Lord to show his glory. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 12:2-6 

 
God indeed is my salvation; I am confident and unafraid. For the Lord is my strength 
and my might, and he has been my salvation. With joy you will draw water from the 
fountains of salvation, and you will say on that day: give thanks to the Lord, acclaim 
his name; among the nations make known his deeds, proclaim how exalted is his 
name. Sing praise to the Lord for he has done glorious things; let this be known 
throughout all the earth. Shout with exultation, City of Zion, for great in your midst is 
the Holy One of Israel! 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Jeremiah 29:11-14 

 
For I know well the plans I have in mind for you—oracle of the Lord—plans for your 
welfare and not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope. When you call me, and 
come and pray to me, I will listen to you. When you look for me, you will find me. 
Yes, when you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me. 
The Word of the Lord. 



Zephaniah 3:16-20 
 

On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, Zion, do not be discouraged! 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior. Who will rejoice over you with 
gladness, and renew you in his love. Who will sing joyfully because of you, as on 
festival days. I will remove disaster from among you, so that no one may recount 
your disgrace. At that time I will deal with all who oppress you; I will save the lame, 
and assemble the outcasts; I will give them praise and renown in every land where 
they were shamed. At that time I will bring you home, and at that time I will gather 
you; for I will give you renown and praise, among all the peoples of the earth, When 
I bring about your restoration before your very eyes, says the Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Lamentations 3:17-21 

 
My life is deprived of peace, I have forgotten what happiness is; My enduring hope, 
I said, has perished before the Lord. The thought of my wretched homelessness is 
wormwood and poison; Remembering it over and over, my soul is downcast. But 
this I will call to mind; therefore I will hope. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Lamentations 3:22-26 

 
The Lord’s acts of mercy are not exhausted, his compassion is not spent; they are 
renewed each morning—great is your faithfulness! The Lord is my portion, I tell 
myself, therefore I will hope in him. The Lord is good to those who trust in him, to 
the one that seeks him; It is good to hope in silence for the Lord’s deliverance. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Proverbs 31:29-31 

 
“Many are the women of proven worth, but you have excelled them all.” Charm is 
deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 
Acclaim her for the work of her hands, and let her deeds praise her at the city gates. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Proverbs 3:1-6 
 

My son, do not forget my teaching, take to heart my commands; For many days, 
and years of life, and peace, will they bring you. Do not let love and fidelity forsake 
you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. Then will 
you win favor and esteem before God and human beings. Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, on your own intelligence do not rely; In all your ways be mindful of him, 
and he will make straight your paths. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8,11 

 
There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the 
heavens. A time to give birth, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot 
the plant. A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a time to build. 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance. A time to 
scatter stones, and a time to gather them; a time to embrace, and a time to be far 
from embraces. A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to 
cast away. A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to be silent, and a time to 
speak. A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. God 
has made everything appropriate to its time, but has put the timeless into their 
hearts so they cannot find out, from beginning to end, the work which God has 
done.  
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Wisdom 3:1-3 (3:1-9 long form in brackets) 

 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. 
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was 
thought an affliction and their going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in 
peace. [For if to others, indeed, they seem punished, yet is their hope full of 
immortality; Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them 
and found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as 
sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. In the time of their judgment they shall 
shine and dart about as sparks through stubble; They shall judge nations and rule 
over peoples, and the Lord shall be their King forever. Those who trust in him shall 
understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: Because grace and 
mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with the elect.] 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 



Wisdom 4:7-15 
 

But the righteous one, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the age that is 
honorable comes not with the passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of 
years. Rather, understanding passes for gray hair, and an unsullied life is the 
attainment of old age. The one who pleased God was loved, living among sinners, 
was transported—Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit 
beguile his soul; For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl 
of desire transforms the innocent mind. Having become perfect in a short while, he 
reached the fullness of a long career; for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, 
therefore he sped him out of the midst of wickedness. But the people saw and did 
not understand, nor did they take that consideration into account. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
2 Maccabees 12:43-46 

 
He then took up a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two thousand 
silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In 
doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the 
resurrection in mind; for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would 
have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he did this with a view 
to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a 
holy and pious thought. Thus he made atonement for the dead that they might be 
absolved from their sin. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Job 19:23-27 

 
Oh, would that my words were written down! Would that they were inscribed in a 
record: That with an iron chisel and with lead they were cut in the rock forever! As 
for me, I know that my vindicator lives, and that he will at last stand forth upon the 
dust. This will happen when my skin has been stripped off, and from my flesh I will 
see God: I will see for myself, my own eyes, not another’s, will behold him: my 
inmost being is consumed with longing. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song of Songs 8:6-7 
 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; For Love is strong as 
Death, longing is fierce as Sheol. Its arrows are arrows of fire, flames of the divine. 
Deep waters cannot quench love, nor rivers sweep it away. Were one to offer all the 
wealth of his house for love, he would be utterly despised. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Ezekiel 34:11-16 

 
For thus says the Lord God: Look! I myself will search for my sheep and examine 
them. As a shepherd examines his flock while he himself is among his scattered 
sheep, so will I examine my sheep. I will deliver them from every place where they 
were scattered on the day of dark clouds. I will lead them out from among the 
peoples and gather them from the lands; I will bring them back to their own country 
and pasture them upon the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and every inhabited 
place in the land. In good pastures I will pasture them; on the mountain heights of 
Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down on good grazing ground; in 
rich pastures they will be pastured on the mountains of Israel. I myself will pasture 
my sheep; I myself will give them rest—oracle of the Lord God. The lost I will search 
out, the strays I will bring back, the injured I will bind up, and the sick I will heal; but 
the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd them in judgment. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
Daniel 12:1-3 

 
“At that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince, guardian of your people; It 
shall be a time unsurpassed in distress since the nation began until that time. At 
that time your people shall escape, everyone who is found written in the book. Many 
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; Some to everlasting life, 
others to reproach and everlasting disgrace. But those with insight shall shine 
brightly like the splendor of the firmament, And those who lead the many to justice 
shall be like the stars forever. 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

FUNERAL MUSIC CHOICES 
Feel free to click the links to listen to these songs on YouTube 

 
GATHERING SONGS: 

ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA (Ode to Joy) 

ALLELUIA, SING TO JESUS 

BE NOT AFRAID 

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

GATHER THE PEOPLE 

GATHER YOUR PEOPLE 

GLORY AND PRAISE TO OUR GOD 

HERE I AM, LORD 

SING WITH ALL THE SAINTS IN GLORY (Ode to Joy) 

TABLE OF PLENTY 

YE WATCHERS AND YE HOLY ONES 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 

PSALM 23: SHEPHERD ME, O GOD 

PSALM 23: THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD / Crandal  

PSALM 27: THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD  

PSALM 34: I WILL ALWAYS THANK THE LORD  

PSALM 42/43: AS THE DEER LONGS / Hurd 

PSALM 84: HOW LOVELY IS YOUR DWELLING PLACE / Joncas 

 PSALM 91: BE WITH ME, LORD / Joncas  

PSALM 91: BE WITH ME / Haugen 

https://youtu.be/Q_RkzFZoxDo
https://youtu.be/VimnuqlDayo
https://youtu.be/Wh61poqcnpA
https://youtu.be/BltudBGj8dg
https://youtu.be/KMkfKXLcm5Q
https://youtu.be/qKbuw-urNes
https://youtu.be/QV7k_S4Ku8o
https://youtu.be/y0KWKmRfY2k
https://youtu.be/c7GiWZG-AI4
https://youtu.be/zBg-yDhM2KY
https://youtu.be/saTHrJtIvn0
https://youtu.be/okAMb_ra8Uw
https://youtu.be/3w4D3Atcdyw
https://youtu.be/YFgZGlZ5t80?t=28
https://youtu.be/ixLgtlr_7Gw
https://youtu.be/pzy407DLZpQ
https://youtu.be/udVVk4AKd74
https://youtu.be/oENImc-U1dc
https://youtu.be/OTj-MStb2OE
https://youtu.be/CFxzveKB5RU
https://youtu.be/A5Xre-p2P84


PSALM 116: OUR BLESSING CUP / I WILL WALK WITH THE LORD / Soper  

PSALM 138: ON THE DAY I CALLED 

PSALM 145: I WILL PRAISE YOUR NAME / Soper 

Based on PSALM 91: ON EAGLES WINGS 

Based on PSALM 139: FLY LIKE A BIRD  

Based on PSALM 24: I HAVE LOVED YOU 

Based on PSALM 16 & 61: SHELTER ME, O GOD 

Based on PSALM 16: CENTER OF MY LIFE  

Based on PSALM 90: IN EVERY AGE  

Based on PSALM 33: RAIN DOWN 

Based on PSALM 27: THE LORD IS MY LIGHT 

 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS: 

AMAZING GRACE 

AVE MARIA: SCHUBERT 

BE THOU MY VISION 

BEYOND THE MOON AND STARS  

CARRY ME HOME 

LIKE A SHEPHERD  

ONE LOVE RELEASED 

PARABLE 

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS (MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE) 

PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND 

 
COMMUNION SONGS: 

BEHOLD THE LAMB  

EAT THIS BREAD 

https://youtu.be/jaTh3NZuvQw
https://youtu.be/0jYf8nH0e8A
https://youtu.be/mUG3kZoA6X8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXP-FsNUWOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuScyohloew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fmn_QgeIpTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azE2m86qvb4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NgZ5_J9zBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2M1lyUVKWYo
https://youtu.be/opzLCW1JbUA
https://youtu.be/ft9gH5IHssE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iou_pSEbEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp2DkoAnYB8
https://youtu.be/Lh5QCv7aW2g
https://youtu.be/pTFsQljlCQ0
https://youtu.be/5bwMWMTJ2Q4
https://youtu.be/4cGCBehpN3o
https://youtu.be/JJAYWDMO-RQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5rKjnKbTXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AEoyqMG1bDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1JfQEX5uOgw
https://youtu.be/nVHVE87OnZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_QTrePmuLg


EYE HAS NOT SEEN 

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 

LORD, YOU HAVE COME (Pescador de Hombres)  

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY 

ONLY THIS I WANT  

RIVER OF GLORY  

SPIRIT AND GRACE 

TASTE AND SEE/ Moore 

THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

YOU ARE NEAR 

 
SONG OF FAREWELL 

MAY THE ROAD RISE UP (AN IRISH BLESSING) 

I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES (SOPER) 

SOFTLY AND TENDERLY, JESUS IS CALLING 

SONG OF FAREWELL (BY ERNEST SANDS) 

O LOVING GOD (TUNE OF DANNY BOY) 

 

RECESSIONAL/CLOSING 

CITY OF GOD 

GOD, WE PRAISE YOU 

HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

HOW GREAT THOU ART 

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 

I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES (SOPER) 

JERUSALEM, MY HAPPY HOME JESUS. REMEMBER ME 

LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH 

https://youtu.be/rRyOS0nZr7s
https://youtu.be/ZyHindbONms
https://youtu.be/AebxlieI2Dg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaBh04Mk7Iw
https://youtu.be/bd5rw267OfU
https://youtu.be/US3gFE9wW7o
https://youtu.be/aoKR216fGuo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHv35gKTK9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-FtsAXSrM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6QwtsDN4xA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grGMFap1tus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bo0N73nmZTM
https://youtu.be/rIM6yiF5QSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOZ0nDK7p00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mG1i5oCfLjI
https://youtu.be/kXZTYV1Pq_M
https://youtu.be/FP4rvcLs37o
https://youtu.be/uhkI41GdCGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIwTtV8s4Ao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEXiL591ero
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bo0N73nmZTM
https://youtu.be/yhK__gQ7T_Y
https://youtu.be/RGB2E0NzO2A
https://youtu.be/O_KHl6o1M4Y


LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 

LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 

SING A NEW SONG UNTO THE LORD 

SING WITH ALL THE SAINTS IN GLORY (Ode to Joy) THE KING OF LOVE MY 
SHEPHERD IS 

THE STRIFE IS O’ER 

YE WATCHERS AND YE HOLY ONES 

 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/jiO3ODgCgxM
https://youtu.be/oOZqqLMAt18
https://youtu.be/ZH7t9_mXuh4
https://youtu.be/saTHrJtIvn0
https://youtu.be/JHnrF3rPZQ8
https://youtu.be/JHnrF3rPZQ8
https://youtu.be/Eu5Ctty9kiA
https://youtu.be/3w4D3Atcdyw

